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\Ben You don't like people so much? 

Luke shakes head. 

Ben Why's that? 

Beat. 
Luke They ... let you down. They're ... selfish. Can't 
r-rely on them. 
Ben What about your brother? You can't rely on him? 

Luke shakes head. 
Ben Do you trust your brother? 

Luke shakes head. 

Ben You don't? 

Luke shakes head. 

Ben Whynot? 

Luke ... he's a .. . er-criminal. 

Ben And that means you can't trust him? 

Luke shrugs. 
Ben He practically raised you, didn't he? 

Luke He's ... fucked up a lot . .. too. 

Ben Well, it must have been hard. 

Doing that alone. 

Pause. 

You don't like me very much, do you? 

Beat. 

Luke I ... just don't ... know y-you. 

Beat. 

That's .. . all. 
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Ben J can understand it. Turning up out the blue and 
throwing money around. 
Luke Wh-why have you ... come here? 

Ben To meet Rob. 

Luke N-no . . . to B-B -

Ben To Baro? To work. 
Luke Why . . . not just w-work in ... London? 

Ben All sorts of reasons. Money reasons. 

Luke Why did you ... p-pick Rob? 

Ben Will that make you feel better? If I explain myself? 

Luke Maybe. 

Pause. 
Ben I like Middlesbrough. That's one reason. 

Luke Wh-why? 
Ben Because. It's interesting. It's falling to pieces. Some 
parts -

Round here. 

Looks like you've had a war no one noticed. 

All these green grilles on the windows and doors ... 

Feels like the, the Wild mst, or something. 

Have you seen the kid ... There's a boy driving round on a 
quadbike. 

He just drives round and round the block all day. 

Luke He's an ... idiot. 
Ben I talked to him yesterday. His shoes are held together 
with tape. 
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He's got a quadbike but he doesn't have shoes. 

You think if he had the drive to steal a quadbike, he'd pinch a 
pair of shoes too. 

I said I'd give him ten pounds if he went and punched this lad 
on the other side of the street. Big lad. 

He can't have been half the size of him, but straight away he 
rode his quadbike over and started pummelling him in the 
head. Eventually the other lad fought back and beat him half 
to death. But he still limped back over, pushing his bike, asking 
for his tenner. 

I hadn't even shown him the money. 

That's - You can see the potential there. 

In a microcosm. 

That kind of thing, you can expand that to include whole 
estates. A whole town. 

Beat. 

Luke Y-you c-can't ... buy a town. 

Ben No. You can't. But you can make people think you can. 
If they're weak enough. 

Luke You're ... Sc-Scarface, then? 

Ben (smiles) Nothing as glamorous as that.Just common sense. 

Anyone can buy the more desperate people on the bottom, the 
people without options. 

Like your friend. 

Then once you've got enough of those people - and there's a 
lot of them around in Middlesbrough - you can just keep 
going. And going. 

As long as you've got the biggest wallet -

Then suddenly you're the biggest employer. 
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It doesn't work in London because there's too many - It's too 
big. Too much for one person. 

But round here, it's a small enough pen. And everyone in it is 

bored and angry. 

And mostly unemployed. 

All you have to do is control the three pastimes. Drugs, 
prostitution, then eventually alcohol; once you start taking 
control of the pubs, then -

Luke R-Rob's . .. not into that. 

Ben He's into money. He's into improving his situation. 

And yours. 

Luke He's not i-interested in ... the rest. 

Ben (smiles) No. He's got narrow horizons. Keeps talking 
about 'putting money back'. Community centres, playgrounds. 

Luke Y-you don't ... care about that. 

Ben It's not that I don't care, Luke. It's ... it's that it's 

pointless. 

Have you looked out your window? How many houses on this 
street are boarded up? Half of them? Three-quarters? Anyone 
with an ounce of sense has moved away. The rest just stay 
inside. There's nothing out there but bored kids and waste. 

I mean, for Christ's sake, your brother keeps a demented 
junkie on a dog l,ead. And no one cares! No one. 

You can't fix that with a playground or a community centre. 

They'll just be meeting points for more of the same. 

So why shouldn't we exploit the market that's left? Turn it into 
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something productive. J 
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